
                 456 S. Chillicothe Road 
Aurora, OH 44202 
Ph:  330.562.9660 

Dear Friends in the risen and living Lord, Jesus Christ: 
 
More than 60 years ago, I remember my mom using the phrase, 
“They’re living on the wrong side of the tracks”, or “They’re living on 
the right side of the tracks.”  I’m not sure I ever understood what 
that meant, but I was certain that we were surely living on the right 
side of the tracks.  My first inkling of what it meant was when Gene 
Pitney even wrote a song about it, referring to the “poor side of 
town.” 
 
At any rate, at this point in life, from a purely spiritual perspective, I 
can easily make the leap from the “wrong side of the graveyard” to 
the “right side of the graveyard.”  Some people are born on the 
wrong side of the tracks, but everyone is born on the wrong side of 
the graveyard.  It’s been said that from the time of conception, we 

begin the journey toward death.  It’s not only likely, but irrevocably inevitable.  We all die.   But 
how you face life in the face of that truth depends on which side of the graveyard you live. 
 
If you live on the near side, or the wrong side, all you have in your future is burial.  The graveyard 
is the end of the journey. Kaput!  Decomposition!  That makes this side of the graveyard misera-
ble: anxiety, hopelessness, fear, the knowledge that you are finite, and having only a vain notion 
that somehow your presence here will leave the world a better place.  Humph!  Fat chance! 
 
Living on the far side of the graveyard, however, means that you have come to know and trust, 
and embrace the risen and living Savior; that you’ve seen, by faith, the nail prints in His hands 
and the wound in His side and that, along with Thomas you are able to call Him my Lord and my 
God!” It means that you know that there is something beyond death and the grave, that you were 
made for eternity, that you were created for Divine purpose, and that life was made to be lived 
without the fear of death.   
 
This is where we live – on the good side of the graveyard, and it makes life so much more de-
lightful, so much more fulfilling, so much more productive.  Because we live here, our efforts, our 
sacrifices, even our risks for the sake of Christ’s kingdom seem so worthwhile.  May that spirit 
rule our hearts and lives as we go forward with the work He’s given us of introducing others to 
the good side of the graveyard. 
 
Love in Christ, 
 

Dan Esala 
 
Pastor Dan Esala, Vacancy Pastor  
Hope Lutheran Church 
 

Connect with us! 
hlcaurora.org 

A Message from Pastor Esala 

Sunday Services  
9 AM Adult Bible Study 
10 AM Worship Service 

1st & 3rd Sundays—communion 

May, 2026 
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May Server’s List 

Date Music 
Worship 
Assistant 

Greeters Reader Communion 
Sermon/

PP 
Acolyte 

May 03 
 

Lori Greg 
Marge & 
Glenda 

Greg Becky/Bev Dan  none 

May 10 
 

Lori none Karol Karol none Dawn Gideon 

May 17 
 

Lori Andy Lynn R Andy Becky/Bev 
Dawn 

 
none 

May  24 Lori none Larry & CJ none Dan Shorter 

May 31 Lori none Ruth & Herb none Dawn none 

If you cannot serve on your assigned date, please find a replacement  
and let Dawn know.  Thank you for serving.   

It's not easy being a mother.  If it were easy, fathers would do it. ~ From the television show The Golden Girls 

Third @ 3  

Books will be on sale for 

$20. 

Hope’s 3
rd

 at 3 speaker event in April enjoyed 
the largest turnout ever to hear all about the 
creativity and life of artist and industry icon, 
Louis Comfort Tiffany.   

Tiffany’s glass        designs were so popular 
he started his own glass factory and made 
one-of-a-kind glass!   

Jeannie Emser Schultz is a marketing and 
publicity professional with over three       
decades of experience in the arts and enter-
tainment industry. She has served 
as Marketing/Publicity Manager at           
PlahouseSquare since 1993. 

The  Front Row Theatre in Highland 
Heights, Ohio, opened in 1974.  She served 
as their director of marketing.   

Final Third @ 3 of the year 
May 17  @ 3 PM 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have an event 
you are planning at 
Hope? 
Please be sure to let 

Dawn know details of 
your event. 

She will add it onto the new 
master calendar.  

The welcome tablecloth and 
sign are located on top of the 
filing cabinets in the office and 
are available for all church 
events.  

"The greatest work any mother will ever do will be within the walls of her own home." -Ann Voskamp  
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Hope will celebrate May  

birthdays on May 24..  Join us 

after worship that day in the 

fellowship hall. 

The next church council 
meeting will be on Thursday 
June 11 at 3:30 p.m. 

If you have any agenda items for the council to discuss, 
please see please see our church president, Greg B., or 
email him at president@hopelcaurora.org. 

Brian W. 4 

Judy R. 5 

Chris C. 6 

Chris D. 8 

Chris S. 10 

Andy R. 19 

Lori F. 20 

Doug B. 24 

Dan O. 24 

Sheila K. 25 



Hope Monthly | May, 2026| www.hlcaurora.org 

“Motherhood is the greatest thing and the hardest thing.” —Ricki Lake  

Easter Sunday 
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On Easter     
Sunday we 
were reminded 
that grace is 
real and God’s 
love is strong-
er than death.   

Many thanks 
to all of those 
who helped 
make our cele-
bration of Je-
sus' resurrec-
tion a special 
one. He is ris-
en indeed! Alleluia! Thank you to all who colored the individual 

pieces for our vibrant congregation-wide East-
er mosaics this year. 

 The pieces came together beautifully into two 
pictures that enhanced Hope’s celebration of 
the resurrection of  Jesus.   

Also, many thanks to Dave B. for all of the 
time spent assembling both pictures! 

Easter Mosaics 

Church Yard Work 

Many thanks to Dave B., Dan C., and Allan 
F. for all of their hard work to cut and haul 
the many  low hanging branches of the 
trees in front of the church.   

Thanks to their hard work, the church is 
much more visible from the road!   
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“Mothers hold their children’s hands for a short while, but their hearts forever.” — Unknown  

Join the In the Word bi-weekly Saturday 
study and an examination of the Book of 
Acts. The study takes place at church and 
new members are welcome at any time. 
 
May meeting dates are 5/2, 5/16 and 5/30 
 
9:15 coffee and fellowship; 9:30 small group 
study; 10:30 Q&A with the pastor. 
 
For more information, please email Cheryl T. 
at 505Tomaselli@gmail.com  
 

The Sunday morning adult Bible Study 
meets at 9:00 a.m. in the fellowship hall.  
Pastor Esala is leading a study on     1 Co-
rinthians. 

Hope’s preschool recently held its annual 
end of the year art show for all three classes. 
Families enjoyed a wonderful evening cele-
brating the artwork created by the students 
throughout the year.   

The church’s congregation-wide Easter mo-
saic was also a highlighted in the show.   

HCNS Art Show 
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Thank you to all who donated Easter Lilies 
for our Easter Worship Service! 

 
 They were such a beautiful addition to the 

service. 

 
Dan Coleman (2 plants) To the Glory of God! 
 
Bev Stedman To the Glory of God! 
 
Janet Marz To the glory of God and for our Ris-
en Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 
Marge Godale (2 plants) To the Glory of God 

Hope Lutheran Church is a congregation 
In the 

Ohio District 
of the 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod 

The LWML Mite Box    
collection for February/
March was $40.  Please 
continue to help the 
LWML make a difference 
in supporting charities by 
dropping your coins in a 
mite box.  Thank you! 

“Being a mom is like being a superhero, but without the cape—mostly because it’s in the laundry!”  
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Hope’s unit of the LWML meets the second Sunday of every 

month in the conference room following worship.  All ladies 

are welcome to help us plan for future ministry outreach 

opportunities.  

National mission grant amount awarded was $2,622,270.00 to 33 different ministries for 2025-2027. 

Thank you to all who use a mite box to contribute your change to make LWML such a “mitey” 

ministry! You can drop off your mite box in the wooden box on the welcome table or the church office. 

Our LWML unit at Hope collected $40.00 to support the mission of Christ by 

supporting missions throughout the world. Thank you to ALL who share their change 
for Missions such as the following… 

2025–2027 National LWML Mission Grant #9 

HEALING YOUR HEART — FAITH-BASED CHILD COUNSELING 
LUTHERAN COUNSELING & FAMILY SERVICES OF WISCONSIN | $100,000 

 

Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of Wisconsin has 
been serving members of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (LCMS) congregations and the community for the past 
128 years. Facing a great demand and need, the organization 
is seeking to expand its child mental health counseling clinic. 
 
So then, as we have the opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 
faith. Galatians 6:10 

 
From their beginning in 1896, Lutheran Counseling and Family Service of Wisconsin (LCFS) has grown 
from a small adoption clinic into a beacon of hope for children suffering from mental health issues. 
Over the years, they have been guided by unwavering faith and commitment to serving youth in need. 
Since the pandemic, stressors including poverty, homelessness, food insecurity, increased gun violence, 
political polarization, social pressure, and challenges of childhood/adolescence, have today's youth in a 
fragile mental health state. These stressors and lack of access to health care often trigger cycles of 
anxiety, depression, and behavioral difficulties. To address the mental health needs of children, LCFS 
provides a systemic support system. LCFS uniquely provides additional wraparound care and will work 
with that child until he or she is in a stronger, healthier place. Under their current leadership, LCFS has 
not turned away any child for inability to pay for services. LCFS opened an outpatient child therapy 
clinic, Healing Your Heart, in August 2023. The number of children served by LCFS grew beyond 
capacity in the first six months. The clinic plans to expand accordingly to meet the demand and needs 
of the countless children in the greater Milwaukee community who face barriers to accessing care. 
LCFS will continue to provide a safe environment that includes parents, guardians, teachers, and 
pastors. As LCFS expands to meet this large need, they seek additional support as they further the 
mission and ministry of the Gospel through Christ-centered child mental health services. While LCFS 
therapists are currently only able to practice in the state of Wisconsin, LCFS is striving to broaden their 
national presence and impact by providing digital resources, podcasts, and more on a national level. 
This grant will be used to increase the number of therapists working in the clinic from five to seven, 
purchase therapeutic toys, and develop promotional materials to present to LCMS churches and 
groups. 
Mission Grant Story | Learn more at lwml.org/mission-grants 
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I hope I won’t confuse you, but there are also Ohio       

District LWML mission grants where $.75 of every dollar 

you donate to LWML through the mite boxes remains lo-

cally in OhioIOhoiohi. Below is the entire list that will be 

paid for the 2024-2026 Biennium! Praise God!! 

  Grant total 2024–2026 Mission Grants 
Disbursed to 

Grantee 
   Balance to Pay 

    Total     

1 $10,000   

Military Veterans & Family Member 

Counseling, Care Programs & Ser-

vices – Lutheran Military Veterans & 

Families Ministries, Fort Wayne, IN 

$10,000 
Paid in Full 

          

2 $15,000 

Support for Seminarians 
Ohio District LCMS Student Financial 
Aid Committee 

$15,000 
Paid in Full 

          

3 $12,000 

Concordia Theological Seminary Food 
Co-Op – Concordia Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Wayne, IN 

$12,000 
Paid in Full 

          

4 $7,000 

Comfort Dog Ministry 
 Atonement Lutheran Church, Co-
lumbus 

$7,000 
Paid in Full 

          

5 $12,000 

Ministry Outreach to Muslims of 
Greater Columbus  
POBLO International 

$12,000 
Paid in Full 

          

5 $8,000 

Code Blue 24/7 Extended Hours for 
Extreme Weather 
Project Hope for the Homeless - Lake 
County Ohio 

$8,000 
Paid in Full 

          

7 $7,000 Orphan Grain Train – Ohio Division $7.000 
Paid in Full 

          

8 $12,000 

Support for LCMS Church Worker 
Students 
Ohio District LCMS Student Financial 
Aid Committee 

$12,000 
Paid in Full 

          

9 $10,000 

Christ-Centered Curriculum 
Bethlehem Lutheran School, Fairborn 
OH 

$10,000 
Paid in Full 

          

10 $2,000 

Position Cost of New Missionaries in 
Cincinnati OH (Partial funding) 
POBLO International   

$2,000 
Paid in Full 

          

  $95,000 Total Mission Grant Goal $95,000 
Paid in Full 

http://lmvfm.org/
http://lmvfm.org/
http://lmvfm.org/
https://oh.lcms.org/mission-ministry/grants-aid/student-financial-aid#:~:text=The%20Ohio%20District%20LCMS%20offers,an%20LCMS%20Church%20or%20School.
https://oh.lcms.org/mission-ministry/grants-aid/student-financial-aid#:~:text=The%20Ohio%20District%20LCMS%20offers,an%20LCMS%20Church%20or%20School.
http://www.lwml.org/2017-2019-mission-grant-4
https://www.ctsfw.edu/food-and-clothing-co-op/
https://www.ctsfw.edu/food-and-clothing-co-op/
https://atonementchurch.com/
https://www.poblo.org/
https://projecthopeforthehomeless.org/
https://www.ogt.org/branches/ohio/
https://oh.lcms.org/mission-ministry/grants-aid/student-financial-aid#:~:text=The%20Ohio%20District%20LCMS%20offers,an%20LCMS%20Church%20or%20School.
https://oh.lcms.org/mission-ministry/grants-aid/student-financial-aid#:~:text=The%20Ohio%20District%20LCMS%20offers,an%20LCMS%20Church%20or%20School.
https://www.mybethlehemschool.com/
https://www.poblo.org/
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 If you have a mom, there is nowhere you are likely to go where a prayer has not already been. ~Robert Brault  
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All About LWML Mites 

 
 

Mite Boxes are used to collect money for missions. 
 
A dollar gets divided 75% used for the Ohio District’s mission grants and 25% is sent to 

support the National mission grants. 
 

Mite money is used to further God’s Kingdom through the mission grants selected by dele-
gates at District and National conventions 

 
Place your Mite Box wherever you can feed it; dressing table, office desk, laundry room, 

car, 
kitchen counter. Share a Mite Box with family members and friends. 
 

Return your filled Mite Box to the wooden mite box on the welcome table in the gathering 
area. 

 
Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for giving me all that I have. Bless these mites that I 
give back to You so that they can be used to spread the Good News of Jesus’ love here and 

throughout the world. Amen. 


